The name is given to the condition where air enters the pleural cavity spontaneously, usually as a result of the rupture of the wall of an alveolus.
Definition
The name is given to the condition where air enters the pleural cavity spontaneously, usually as a result of the rupture of the wall of an alveolus.
As early as 1856 M'Dowell described cases of pneumothorax occurring not only in people with pre-existing pulmonary disease but also in apparently-healthy individuals. Cases have been reported in the literature from time to time, and, recently, Kjaergaard (1932) 
